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sion of the plateau west of Nachod, a plateau marked
by Wenzelsberg, Wysokow, and the heights of Nachod.
Any enemy holding these points might obviously
endanger everything: entrance on the battle-field, de-
ployment of the army corps. But these indispensable
" points d'appui" could only be reached by the Prus-
sians from a distance of fourteen miles and a half.

As for the Austrians, if they did adopt the idea of an
offensive with a view to throwing the Prussians back
on to the road by which they came, Wenzelsberg and
Wyzokow had to be taken as first objectives so as to
be made the " points d'appui " and the starting-points
for all their actions to that effect. If, on the contrary,
they kept to carrying out the defensive plan which
consisted in taking up a position near Kleny, while
retaining the possibility of acting later on against the
outlet of Nachod, it was still the possession of Wysokow
and Wenzelsberg which they had above all to secure.
These points were not more than seven and a half miles
distant from both the Jonack and the Hestweck brigades,
which could, besides, be supported without delay and
might therefore exert themselves thoroughly without
regard to losses.

It was seven and a half miles as against fourteen and
a half. Had the Prussians and the Austrians set out
at the same hour, the Austrians would, then, be fighting
for three or four hours with an indisputable numerical
superiority. But, as a matter of fact, the Prussian
dispositions, taken for the 27th, were two hours behind
the Austrian dispositions. The first (the Prussians)
had orders to start at 5 a.m., the Austrians at 3. This
meant a total handicap of five or six hours in favour of
the Austrian brigades, an indisputable advantage they
might well utilise against the Prussian corps. They
would, during all that time, be faced by nothing but a
weak advance guard at Nachod of six battalions and
a half. Moreover, they had one cavalry division at
their disposal.

Such were the exceptionally difficult circumstances
(they could have been partly foreseen, this is why we
are laying stress on them in the course of the present
study) under which the Prussian general had to make
his column debouch from a long road and deploy from
its point of issue at Nachod.